from the

editor

POST-OLYMPIC YEARS are frequently known for their lack of life; a general blandness as the
torch passes from one set of heroes to another. Guess what? There’s no Sydney hangover on these
shores. I hate to go overboard, but would it be premature for me to declare that we’re actually
seeing a renaissance for track & field in the United States?

I don’t think so. Not only are American fans reveling in a vintage year, I've also seen far more
emotion (gasp! no cheering in the pressbox!) from those charged with covering the sport. The
media is noticing us, and they re liking it. The buzz is about exciting performers, not dreadful tales
of drug abuse.

We've got people making news in events
that the sporting public—not just track fans—
hold dear, and even better, the people making
the news tend to be engaging personalities
who work well with the media and love to mix
it up with the general public. Let me cite some
conspicuous examples of those who are raising
the sport’s domestic profile:

Would it be premature
to declare we're seeing

a renaissance for
track in the U.S.?

*Maurice Greene. Americans love speed, and we’ve had the World Record holder in the 100
for three seasons now in the person of Mo, who has added two World Championships titles and
the Olympic gold. An outgoing, bubbly personality, Greene came along at the right time in history,
snatching back the WR from a furriner after Canada’s Donovan Bailey had had the audacity to
claim it while winning Olympic gold on U.S. soil, no less.

*Marion Jones. Sure, Marion’s personal life has been a bit of a soap opera, but she’s rising
above it. The commercial opportunities one would have expected after a record 5 Olympic medals
never eventuated, but she remains a huge-huge draw. Impossibly fast and impossibly tough to
beat, she punctuates those dominating wins with one of the most engaging smiles on the planet.
Who isn’t in awe of her?

®Stacy Dragila. Another media darling whose proclivity for marathon-length post-meet
autograph sessions may soon have her left arm looking like a lobster, Dragila soars at the top of
the burgeoning women'’s vault movement. Americans have always loved their vaulters, and the
fact that it's women instead of men doesn’t bother Joe Sixpak at all. Dragila’s pursuit of the 16-foot
barrier—which may not take long at the rate she’s going—will make for great theater.

*Alan Webb. Last on the list—but the leader of the renaissance—is this prep superstar,
because if there’s an event that Americans really warm to, it's the mile. The term “sub-4:00” may
have lost its allure to hard-core statisticians decades ago, but for the rest of the nation it's the
equivalent of the keys to the magic kingdom. Those who say it's too early to anoint Webb were
saying the same thing when he broke Ryun’s soph-class record back in ‘99. And they said it again
when he had a sub-4:00 relay leg over 1600m last year. And now they still say it's too early: you
can’t base anything on just the single race at Pre (see p. 34).

It's not too early. Mr. Webb is here, and he’s the real deal. Not only can he churn out a fast mile
(evidently), he also does it with aplomb, keeping his head when a slow pace is called for and
turning on the jets when that’s the proper course of action. And he has an electric grin he’s not
afraid to share. And he’s brimming with self-confidence without being brash. And he’s already
PR-savvy. After Dragila had signed autographs for more than an hour in Eugene, the crowd was
told, “Stacy will only be signing for another five minutes.” Webb, scribbling nearby, immediately
yelled, “I'll go 10!

The fact that Dragila and Webb were together at Pre, and that Greene and Jones had run as
well—indeed that some combination of those four superstars has been at virtually every U.S. meet
of significance this year—says reams for how USATF is doing wonders for the sport by bringing
the stars back home. Competing on U.S. soil, where they can do the most good. Way to go, Craig!

6 — August 2001

Track & Field News
The Bible Of The Sport Since 1948
Founded by Bert & Cordner Nelson
E. GARRY HILL — Editor

ED FOX — Publisher

EDITORIAL STAFF
Sieg Lindstrom.............. Managing Editor
Jon Hendershott ............. Associate Editor
Dan Lilot Statistician
BUSINE TAFF
Janet Vitu o ine Executive Publisher
Jenny Hernandez ... Office Manager
Iraida Funtanilla .....Circulation Manager
Teresa Tamm i s mussssmassreones Art Director
ADVERTISING

Advertising Director ...... Peter Koch-Weser
Phone: 310/836-2642  FAX: 310/836-7093
(pkwadv@trackandfieldnews.com)

WORLD RANKINGS COMPILERS
Jonathan Berenbom, Jeff Hollobaugh, Richard
Hymans, Don Potts (Editor Emeritus), Dave
Johnson, Nejat Kok, R.L. Quercetani (European
Editor)

BobBowman (Walking), Roy Conrad (Special Proj-
ects), Jim Dunaway & Bob Hersh (Eastern), Tom
Jordan (At-Large), Mike Kennedy (Prep Women),
Walt Murphy (Relays), Stan Saplin (Historical), Jack
Shepard (Prep Men)

U.S. CORRESPONDENTS

John Auka, Kirk Blackerby, Jed Brickner, Bill
Buchalter, Mike Byrnes, Pete Cava, Gene Cherry,
Keith Conning, Toby Cook, Cheryl Davis, Scott Davis,
Elliott Denman, Peter Diamond, J. Fred Duckett,
John Gillespie, Ed Gordon, Ed Grant, George Gre-
nier, Ben Hall, Brian Harris, Sean Hartnett,

Mike Hubbard, Tom Jennings, Roger Jennings
Kim Koffman, Don Kopriva, Glen McMicken, Larry
Newman, Tim Ohlmann, Jack Pfeifer, Shawn Price,
Betsy Reed, Mike Renfro, Harv Rentschler, Kirk
Reynolds, Jim Rorick,

RichSands, Kevin Saylors, Mike Scott, Doug Speck,
Jim Spier, Don Steffens, Larry Story, Carol R. Swen-
son, Gary Trigueiro, Steve Vaitones, John Wenos,
David Woods

D
Naomi Beinart, Steven Downes, Matti Hannus,
Jiri Havlin, P.N. Heidenstrom, Ian Hodge, Atsushi
Hoshino, Mike Hurst, Paul Jenes, Alfons Juck, Dun-
can Mackay, Peter Matthews, Phil Minshull, Rey
O'Neal, Bernt Solaas, Bob Sparks, Isao Sugawara, Ser-
gey Tikhonov, Andrew Trummer, Mel Watman

Claus Andersen, Ken Andersen, Greg Armstrong,
Donald J. Belisle, David Benyak, Clive Brunskill,
John Burke, Vicki Chase, Rich Clarkson, John Con-
ley, Tony Duffy, Jean-Pierre Durand, Don Gosney,
Anthony R. Jones, Kirby Lee,

Bill Leung Jr., Conrad McCarthy, Bob Martin,
Gray Mortimore, Brian J. Myers, David Peterson,
Mike Powell, Heinz Ruckemann, Herb Ryan, Victor
Sailer, Gustav Schréder, Mark Shearman, Chai von
der Laage, Doug Wells

Track & Field News



