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of excellence in a defined period before the meet. It’s crucial, then, that these Q-standards are as WORLD RANKINGS COMPILERS
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athletes any favors The IAAF’s plan was to then come up with Shepard (High School Boys)

the rest of the qualifiers by plucking them from U.S. CORRESPONDENTS

the performances lists. The problem was, not all the fields got filled. As blogger Martin Bingisser John Auka, Bob Bettwy, Bret Bloomauist, Bill

pointed out, 6 of 8 throwing events in China didn’t reach the desired 32. Buchalter, Mike Byrnes, Tom Casacky, Pete Cava,
A big part of the problem, Bingisser continues, is that some nations—powers like Britain, Gene Cherry, Keith Conning, Toby Cook, Cheryl

Canada, Germany and Russia among them—set higher internal standards for their teams, so Davis, Elliott Denman, Peter Diamond,

even if they have athletes who are eligible, they don’t accept the invitation. With only a couple John Gillespie, Becca Gillespy-Peter, Rich Gon-

of weeks between the close of qualifying and the start of the meet, there apparently just wasn’t zalez, Ed Gordon, Ed Grant, George Grenier,

Ben Hall, Sean Hartnett, Jeff Hollobaugh, Mike

time for the IAAF to get it all worked out.
Hubbard,
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the solution to a problem that didn’t really exist.
The TAAF recently eased the standards in 17 events, but will it be enough? Next month’s Super

Preview Issue will look at the subject in more depth. Piteitin, Shevom B,
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It’s important to note that the qualifying period Howard Willman, David Woods

for most events didn’t start until May 1, so many INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENTS
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the events generate bigger fields because the USOC
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The athletes deserve better.
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